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__ Righteouſneſs fake, his Palicity in that Con- 
dition; and together with theſe comfortable 
Truths, I have alſo conſidered and preſſed 
ſome of thoſe very uſeful and excellent Dire. 
Ctions, which that great Apoſtle gives the 
Chriſtian for regulating his Behaviour in the 
State of Perſecution. And now it remains 
that, according to my Promiſe, I ſhould from 
the Words which are preſently before us, 
purſue the pious and charitable Deſign of St. 
'Peter, and unfold and recommend the profit- 
able Inſtructions which are contained in them. 
And be ready always to give an oAnſwer to e- 
: very Man that asketh you a Reaſon of the Hope 
that is in you with Meekneſs and Fear: Hav- 
ing a good Conſcience, that whereas they ſpeak 
Evil of you, as of Evil-doers, they may be aſbam- 
wy that falſly accuſe your good Converſution in 
42 That is, My chriſtian Brethren, ye muſt 
« take Care to be in a conſtant Forward- 
s neſs and Diſpoſition at all Times, to own 
s and acknowledge your Lord and Saviour 
« ſeſus Chriſt, and to avouch and vindicate, 
| « even in the moſt dangerous Sea ſons, the 
' __ Truth of his holy Religion; upon the faith - 
( ful adhering whereunto ye expect that evers, 


© Is . 
. „ * 


a laſting Happineſs which it promiſeth: Which 


« that ye may do with the full Aſſurance of 
the Verity thereof in your own Minds, 
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| « Jievers; labour to be well inſtructed in the 
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« Principles and Grounds of your Profeſſion 


& and Faith, and when ir is expedient, declare 
and explain them with Calmneſs and Pa- 


. £ 


. 


4 tience to all modeſt and proper Enquirers; 
«. with a pious Reverence of God, a juſt Re- 


« gard to Magiſtrates and. Superiors, and a 


«, holy Jealouſy. and Dread, leſt by your Ig- 
« gorance,or ungoverned Paſſions, ye preju- 
« dice the excellent. Cauſe: which ye aflert 
& and patronize: And finally, do ye fincere- 
« ly endeavour to be thoroughly Vertuous 
« and Holy, to conform your Hearts and 


4 Lives to the Laws of Je us Chriſt, that ſo, 


% however his and your malicious Enemies, 


4 may miſinterpret and malign your good 
and Chriſtian! Deportment ; yet ye may be 
« conſcious to your ſelves of your Uprightneſs 


« and Integrity, and they may be put to the 
« Bluſh, as being convinced by your conſpi- 


« cuous.Innocence of their own molt injurious 


« Falſhood and Calumny, while they re- 
6 proach you ag impious and wicked. 

From theſe very important and comprehen- 
ſive Injunctions of St. Peter, we learn, 
I. That is is the Duty of every Chriſtian to 


endeavour, to underſtand the Reaſons. and 


Grounds of the chriſtian Faith, or why he pro- 


feſſes hinfelf to be a Diſcip!e of Jeſus Chriſt, 


and that Proportionally he ought likewiſe aili- 


gently to enquire into thoſe Arguments and Rea- 
4 2 2 fons 
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5 
ſors, for ich he Sr uch or fuch | a Perf el 
or Communion amorgſi Chriftians; und that he 
ſhould ſtudy to ſatisfy himſelf of the Orthodoxy 0 
the one, and the Lawfulneſs of the other, This 
is plainly included in that Advice, Be ye read) 
to give aneAnſwer to every Man that asketh 
you & Reaſon of the Hope that is ix you. For 
how could the Chriſtian apologize for his Re- 
ligion, or explain the Motives thereof to 0- 
thers, if he was ignorant of them himſelf? 
TE The Text informs us, That all they uh 
belteve the Truths and Precepts of the Gof fel, 
are indiſpenſablj bound to confeſs the Truths 
and obſerve the Precepts thereef" in the moſt 
diſcouraging Junci ures; when Perſecution threa- 
tens or attends the doing either of - them. This 
Obſervation ſeems to be clearly gathered | 
from the Circumſtance of Time, Which is 
annexed to that Injunct ion, Be ge always 
ready to give an «Anſwer, &c.-and'it is alſo 
ſufficiently warranted from the Nature of the 


Igqunction it ſelf, Be he ready to give an eAn- 


ſwer ; whereby it is reaſonably te be ſuppoſed, 

that St. Peter requires not only a Furniture 
and Store of Arguments in tlie Intelleck of 
thoſe to whom he writes For ſecular Intereſt 
or worldly Fears might induce them to ſup- 
preſs that. Knowledge ;) but alſo a couragious 
and chearful Norwär del in their Wills, on 84 
very juſt Occaſion, openly to bean the Chr 
ſtian Religion, © LEON 

* 2 | 4 #3 "UT, 


: Tax 1c. 55 
= UI. The Words. Pd us an Account of 
1 2 Qua lifcations, which. mutt al company 
and adorn the Chriſtian in the Diſe harge of the 
above. named Duties. Which are firſt, Calm. 
neſs and Patience of Spirit, whereby he may 
avoid exaſperating the Adverfaries- of the 
Truth by Wrath and Paſſion while he vindi- 
cates the ſame. 24%, e Holy and religious 
Fear, leſt by. an indiſcreet Zeal, or any other 
ſinful Miſ behaviour he ſhould offend God or 
his lawtul Governours. 3417, „ A good Conſei: 
ence founded upon a blameleſs and Chriſtian 
Behaviour, by which he may be able to ſilence 
or refute the calumnious Reproaches and Slan- 
ders of Heathens or other Infidels. Be ye 
always rea 175 to give an gAnſwer to every Man 
that asketh you a Reaſon of the Hoe t hat is 
ia you, (the Qualifications. follow) with Meek. 
neſs and Fear: Having a good Conſcience, that 2 
| whereas they ſpeak Evil of you as of Evil-doers, 
they may be aſhamed which  falſly accuſe your 
good Carpe (8: in Chriſt... © 2 
Now before I preſs the Directions 1 5 — 
are given in the Text, we are Firſt to be put 
in Mind, that the Apoſtle does not oblige E 
very common and . Perſon to refute the = 
Sophiſms and Cavils, or to anſwer all the Qbje-. 
Ftions and intricate Queſtions. of the.oAdverſa- 
ries.of: the Truth, The Want of Education, 
and. Opportunity of cloſer. Study, together 
| 1 50 the Weakneſs of Judgment and Capaci- 


1 1 | 
ty, cakes this impracticabſe to many, and the 


can make no ot 
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convincing the Gain: ſayer ſeems to be a Task 
more eſpecially aſſigned by St. Paul to the 
Miniſters of Religion, Tit. i. Neither, tho St. 


Peter uſes the moſt general Terms in his In- 
junction, both with Reſpect to Times and Per. 


ſons, are we from e to conclude univer- 
ſally that the Chriſtian is required, To declare 
his Sentiments, Faith and Religion to every 

rivate, ſcoffing or malicious Enquirer. Our 

leſſed Lord adviſes not to give that which ir 
holy unto' Dogs, nor-to caſt Pearls before Swine, 
And when he himſelf was interrogated ' by 
Herod on a bad Deſign, He returned him wo 
eAnſwer ; likewiſe when the high Prieſt asked 
him of his Diſci * and of his Doctrine, he 
anſwered him thus; Why 2550 thou me ? a 
them which heard me, bas I have ſaid unto 
them: behold they know what Iſaid. Jo. xviik 
. 

The meaning of the Apoſtle i in the mentlo. 
wad Precept, is, that the Profeſſors of the Gof: 
pel and its Truths ſhould not be ignorant of 
the Grounds of their Religion, or Chriſtians 
by pure Neceſſit - or Chance, for 'which they 

r Apology than their own 


Obſtinacy and Stiffneſs, the good Luck oftheir 
Birth, the Faſhion of their Country, and the 
Authority of their Teachers: But that they 
ſhould act and demean themſelves in this great 


| Air like Men * with Reaſon and Diſ- 
HW cretion 
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Reſearch aſſure their own Minds of the'Truth 
of their Religion, and then that they ſhould 
never for the Love of any worldly Intereſt, 
or the Fear of temporal Danger, renounce and 
deny it, but rather boldly and readily confeſs 


and vindicate the ſame, when the Honour of 
God and the Edification of Men call them 


to lt. 29908 Tue (6A 
Theſe Things being premiſed, I come in 
the 7/7 Place to conſider from the Injunction, 
Be ye always ready to give an eAnſwer'to.ever 
Mau that asketh you 4 Reaſon of the Hope that 


in jou: That it is the Duty of every 


Chriſt ian to uſe his moſt ſerious Endeav- 
ours, that he may underſtand the Reaſons 
« and Grounds of the Chriſtian Faith; or why 
«it is that he profeſſes himſelf to be a Diſciple 


of Jeſus Chriſt, and that proportionally he 


“ ought likewiſe diligently. to enquire” into 
« thoſe Arguments and Reaſons, for which he 
« is of ſuch or ſuch a Perſuaſion or Commu- 


4 nion among Chriſtians, and that he ſhould 
take Care to ſatisfy himſelf of the Orthodo- 
xy of the one, and the Lawfulneſs of the o- 


ther.“ This is plainly included in the Words 


which I have cited, for how ſhould the Chri- 


ſtian apologize for his Religion,or explain the 


Reaſons thereof to others, of which he him- 


ſelf was ignorant? :: 5, aha 
Now however this Duty is ſhamefully and 
5 too 


cretion, and ſo by an impartial and diligent 
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too generally neglected, I ſhall endea vour to 
let you ſee, that nevertheleſs it i the Chri- 
ſtian's higheſt Concern and Intereſt to obſerve 
I. The Scripture enjoyns the Exerciſe of 
our Reaſon and Judgement about Religion, it 
commands us carefully to ſearch into the 
Truth thereof, and frequently warns us, that 
we may not raſhly, and without juſt Reaſons 
and Motives entertain thoſe. DaQtrines which 
are propoſed to our Belief. © +) 
II. The ſincere and humble performing of 
this Duty, would contribute very much to 
render our Religion and the Acts thereof ac- 
ceptable unto God; as being thereby more 
ſuitable both to his Nature and ours, more 
it for us to offer, and for him to receive. 
III. That which ſhould very much excite 
the Chriſtian's Endeavours, to underſtand the 
Principles and Reaſons of his holy Religion, is 
that his being Ignorant of them would be a 
moſt ſhameful and ignominious Thing. 
IV. As the mentioned Ignorance is highly 
ſhameful and ignominious, ſo it is alſo extreme- 
1y dangerous tothe Chriſtian, becauſe it expo- 
ſes him to all the Attempts of the Enemies of 
the Truth, and makes him a cheap and eaſy 
Conqueſt to Perſecutors and Impoſtors. 
| Grounds and Reaſons of Religion, is particu- 
larly incumbent upon us nnen dif- 
3 8 ee 
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claim an infallible Judge rſies u. 
pon. Earth, and reckon it to be our Chriſtian 


Priviledge and Right, to receive no Articles 


of Faith upon the ſole Credit of humane Au- 


we may call for proper and convincing Argu- 
ments from Reyelation and Reaſon, accord: 


ing as the Nature of the Articles can bear ut. 
VI. And laſtly, The woful Diviſions of 


* { 3 9 4 


of Controverſies u- 


thority, and that for our Aſſent unto theſe, 


Chriſtendom in the Matters of Religion, the 


high Pretenſions of each Party to the Truth, 
and our being ſurrounded not only with He- 


rely and Schiſm, but alſo with downright In- 


fideliry and Atheiſm, do loudly call us-to a 
moſt ſerious and impartial Enquiry into the 


Grounds and Principles of Faith, that ſo wg 


our ſelyes may be well inſtructed and confir- 
med therein, and be likewiſe ready to give an 


Anſwer to thoſe who ask us a Reaſon: of the 
Hope that is in us. | as, 


* * 


I. Firſt, The Scripture enjoyns the Exerciſe 
of our Reaſon and Judgement about Religion, it 
commands us carefully to ſaarch into the: Truth 


* . 


thereof, and frequently warns us that we may 
not raſhly and without juſt Reaſons aud Mottves, 


entertain thoſe Dottrines | which are propoſed 


Gentiles writing to the Chriſtian Corinthians, 


exhorts them after this Manner, Brethren, be 


not Children in Underſtanding, howbeit in Ma- 


lice be ye Children, but in Underſtanding be 
d 47 03 WG Mah 2 * 6 "Mow. 


Men. 1 Cor. xiv. 20. And he alſo in his Epiſtle 
to the Coloſſians, adviſes them to the ſame Pur. 
poſe, Let tbe Word of Chriſt dwell in you richly 
in all Wiſdom, i. 16. Again the ſame Apoſtle 
is highly diſpleaſed with his Countrymen, be- 
cauſe of their ſlow Proficiency in the Know- 


ledge of Jeſus Chriſt, which he ſignifies in theſe 
Words, Of whom we have many Things to ſay, 


and hard to be uttered, ſeeing ye are dull of 


Hearing, For when for the Time ye ought to be 
Teachers, ye have need that one teach you a- 


gain, dohich be the firſt Principles of the Oraces 


God. Heb. vi. 11, 12. 

The glorious and infallible Apoſtle and 
high Prieſt of our Profeſſion Chriſt Feſus, tho 
he might have moſt juſtly pleaded an dure. 
eh, his own ſimple Authority for his Do- 
Gries, yet he was pleaſed very often to ſub- 
je& his Sayings to the ſevereſt Examination 
and Trial, and he offered the higheſt Evidence 
could reaſonably be deſired, for what he re- 


commended to the Belief or Practice of Men. | 


Well knowing that however Ignorance might 

afterwards be nt as the Mother of De- 
votion, by thoſe who deſigned to raiſe their 
own Grandeur and Authority upon it; that 
truly it was the Fountain and Nurſe of Super- 
ſtition, Errour, Hereſy and every evil Work. 
Accordingly we find our Lord and Maſter in 
that famous Diſcourſe which he had with the 
Jews at Jeruſalem, appealing to a great Va- 
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e riety of the moſt convincing and incuiteſtable = 


Arguments for proving his Miſſion from God, 
and that he was the Meſſiab, as we fully learn 
e from the 31 to the 40 Verſe of the v. Chapter 
-- I of the Goſpel according to St. John. There we 
- I ſee how he argues from the Witneſs of St. 
& 8 Jobz the Baptiſt, from the greater Witneſs of 
„his oun Miracles, from the glorious Teftimo- 
any which his Father gave him from Heaven, 
and from the conſentient Teſtimony of the 
holy Scriptures,which they themſelves eſteem- 
ed to beof Divine Authority, which Scriptures 
he deſires them to ſearch. Thus the Apoſtle 
St. Paul diſcourſing to the Corinthians of ſe- 
veral important Matters relating both to Faith 
and Practice; he allows them the Judgement 
of Diſcretion about them, I ſpeak as to wiſe 
Men, judge ye what I ſay. 1 Cor. x. 15. 

-'" Suitably to what I am advancing, the ſacred 
Hiſtorian of the Acts of the Apoſtles, narrates 
|, tothe eternal Renown of the generous and 
circumſpect Jews at Berea; that as they did 
joy fully hear and entertain the Doctrine of 
Jeſus Chriſt declared unto them by Paul and 
Silas; ſo alſo that they acted therein like wife 
and conſiderate Men, for that they might not 
be impoſed upon by too eaſy a Credulity, and 
that they might be rationally confirmed and 
built up in the Faith, they diligently enquired 
into the Books of Meſes and the Prophets, 
concerning the Truth of what had been af: 
CL firmed 
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mn armed and preached unto them in their Syna -) 
1 ue. ec xvii. 11. Theſe were more noble ill g. 
255 thoſe in Theſſalonica, in that they receiv. ¶ a 
ed the Word with all Readineſs of Mind, and WW 
ſearched the Scri prures daily, whether thoſe E 
Aas were ſô. v 
For the farther clearing of the p reſent Ar. n 
gument, we may obſerve that — Chriſt g 
doth again and again, with great Solemnity, 7 
exhort his Diſcipies to beware & falſe Pro- e 
phets and of the Leaven of the Scribes and 5 
Phariſees, and his Apoſtles do ſpeak” of falſe g 
Prophets and pernicious. Hereticks in their 
own time, and they alſo foretel of lewd and 
wicked Men who would introduce and pro- 
pagate erroneous and damnable Opinions, con- 
trary to the true Faith, and deſtructive to 
the Salvation of Souls. Now, as all this ne- 
ceſſarily ſuppoſes: the Exerciſe of the Chri- 
ſtian's Reaſon. and Underſtanding. about 
Religion, and a Right and Power; to exa- 
mine thoſe Doctrines which, are propoſed 
to his Belief; and as he is bound out of re- 
gard to T ruth and his own Salvation fo to do: 
So.it is poſitively and plainly recommended to 
him thus ro behave himſelf in that great Af 
fair. When St. Paul forbids. the Theſſaloni- 
ans to deſpiſe Propheſ) ing, he -preſently;ſub- 
joins that memorable Injunction, by which he 
exhorts them to examine their agreeableneſs 
00 the Ae of Faith, 'Deſpiſe not Prophe- 
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i Wl [yings. Prove all things: hold faſt that which'is 

le good. 1 Theſ. v. 20, 21. And St. Job» being 

„aware of the many dreadful Inconveniencies, + 

4 © which might attend the haſty and indeliberate 

e Entertainment of Doctrines and Opinions, e- 
ven tho aſſerted and offered by bah Who 


r- make high Pretenſions to Inſpiration + He 
ſt gives the following important and remarkable 
„ Advice to Chriſtians, Belcv2d, believe not 
- i every Spirit, but try the Spirits whether they 
4 be of God : recap many falſe Prophets are 
e gone out into the World. x Joh. iv. 1. 
r II. Secondly, That which exceedingly re- 
d commends to the Chriſtian the Duty of uſing 
his utmoſt Endeavours, that he may under-. 
- © ftand the Grounds and Reaſons of his 
0 il Religion, is this Confideration ; The ſincere 
and humble Performing thereof would con- 
tribute very much to render his Religion and 
© i the eAfs thereof acceptable unto God, as being 
thereby more ſuitable both to his Nature and 
or,; more fit for us to offer and him to re- 
1 a 27 UI 
: Our wiſe and gracious Creator hath endu- 
ed our Souls with the glorious Faculties of 
- | Underſtanding and Will, with a. Deſign that 


-e ſhould employ both thefe Powers in his 
- | Worſhip and Service, and that our Religion 
and Faith ſhould proceed from our OWu free 
and deliberate Choice; and accordingly 5e 
requires of us a rational and willing King 
| — : and 


and Obedience, as a juſt requital of ſuch dM t. 
ſtinguiſhing Favours, and as that which well 1 
becomes free and reaſonable Beings to pay tote 
him the Being of eternal and perfect Reaſon a: 
and Liberty. Zi ©: +0 Ä 
Thus he commands us to love and ſerve a 
him with all the Heart, Soul and Mind, or I 
Underſtanding, as the Scribe expounds that ſſl c 
Word in the Goſpel according to St. Mark ſh i 
Xii. 33. The Iſraelites were expreſly forbidden i. 
to ſacrifice unto the Lord the Beaſt that had 
any Blemiſh, and particularly that of Blind- 
neſs, Deut. xv. 21. from which ghe Conclu · N t 
ſion ſeems to be very natural, that a blind and 
ignorant Devotion is unworthy of the ſus 
preme Majeſty of Heaven and Earth. Our 
Saviour upbraided the Samaritans that they 
worſhipped they knew not what, and adds, God 
# a Spirit, and muſt be worſhipped in Spirit and 
in Truth: That is, our Worſhip muſt be ſpiri- 
tual and genuine, ſuch as correſponds to the 
Divine Nature, and conſiſts chiefly in the 
Mind ſanctified by his Grace, and enlightned 
by his Truth, 70% iv. 22. 24. St. Paul be- 
ing in the eAreopagas, charges the aAthenians 
as guilty of a moſt ſcandalous Indecency in 
their Devotions; ofa Practice extreamly un- 
becoming them who pretended ſo highly to 
Reaſon and Philoſophy ; viz. That they ſet up 
- an Altar to an *»kacws God, and wor ſhipped 
him ignorantly, Aeg xvil.23. And he writing 
—_— | to 
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di to the Re rom Darkneſs unto 
ell Light,from heatheniſh K and Ignorance, 
to to the Knowledge and Worſhip of the true 
on and living God, he exhorts them with a mot 
ealous Concern to ſerve and worſhip him in 
ve ¶ a way ſuitable both to his Nature and theirs; 
or ¶ 1 beſeech. you therefore Brethren, by the Mer. 
at cies of God, that ye preſent your Bodies a live 
rk I ing Sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which 
en is your reaſonable Service. Rom. 12. 1. 
9 III. Thirdly, It ought to excite the Chriſti- 
d. an very much to enquire into, and underſtand 
u- the Principles and Reaſons of his holy Religi- 
don; becauſe his being ignorant of them would 
: be a moſt ſhameful and ignominious Thing. How 
ir extreamly abſurd and reproachful is it, that 
Men,B whom God hath adorned with Diſcreti- 
4 on and Judgment, for the Direction and Ma- 
4 nagement of their Actions and Affairs, ſhould 
i: be ſtupid, Children, or very Brutes in their 
Religion? That they ſhould take up their 
Faith by Fate or at a venture, or like ſheep ſil - 
lily proceed where they ſee others go, with - 
out conſidering the Safety or Danger of the 
Way? We commonly have no great Opinion 
of the Perſon, who in his worldly Buſineſs 
blindly and abſolutely gives himſelf up to the 
Conduct and Government of another: But 
how exceedingly more contemptible and 
mean is he, who in the moſt important Af- 
fair of Religion becomes the Property of One. 
SP | | wa. 
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who is fallible as well as himſelf ; who ſhut 


his own Eyes and Renounces his own Reaſon 
and Underſtanding, and wholly impowers a- 


nother to ſee, to judge and chuſe for him. 


Tho indeed it he highly dutiful and becoming 


for private Chriſtians, to honour and eſteem 
the Deciſions of general or na tional Councils 


and Synods in the Matters of Religion; and to 
pay a juſt regard to the Sentiments and Judg- 
ment of wiſe, pious and experienced Paſtours: 
Yet it would be maſt d iſgraceful for them to 


„„ 


throw off all care of en wiring into the Truth 


of their Religion themſelves, and to devolve 
that weighty Province and Truſt upon ano. 
ther; ſimply to pin their Faith to the Sleeve 
of their Teachers, to ſwallow down tinchewed 
their Dictates and Opinions, and to lay the 
Streſs of their eternal happineſs upon a Per. 
ſwaſion or Doctrine, which, for what they 
have enquired or know, may be erroneous 
and damnable; and fo may prove inſtead of a 
ſure Foundation for their bleſſed Hope, an E- 
£yptian Reed to pierce them through to theit 
er Runand Mitcry. of 0H 0300 

IV. Fourthly, As it is highly ſhameful and 


ignominious in Chriſtians to be ſupinely ne- 
gligent of enquiring into, and ignorant of the 


Grounds and Reaſons of their Faith, ſo it ij - 


tremely dangerous to them; becauſe it expoſes 


them to all the eAttempts of the Enemies of tis 

Truth and makes them a chenf and eaſy _ 
2% £ | n 
1 | que] 


Speecher they deceive the Hearts of the Simple, 
Rom. Xvi. 1), 18. He again writing to Timo- 
thy of ſome vile and impious Hereticks, tells 
him, that hey led captiue filly Nomen, laden 
us | B 
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zueſt to Penſecuters aud Impoſtors. For while 
they are unacquainted With the Nature of 
their holy Religion, and can give no Proof and 


Argument for it, but the Faſhion of their 


Country, the Tradition of their Fathers, or 
the Authority of their Teachers, can it rea- 
ſonably be expected, that they ſhould reſiſt the 
Addreſs and Sophiſtry of cunning Men that 
ly in wait to deceive ?'''Or that they ſhoutd 
endure the flery Trial of Perſecution for the 


conſtant Profeſſion thereof ? Is it not rather to 


be fear*d that ſuch lazy and ignorant Profeſ- 
ſors will tuͤrn about with every Wind of Do- 
ctrine, and embrace the Religion that is moſt 
faſhionable and advantageous ? and that they 


will not be at the Troùble and Expence to 


contend or ſuffer for an Opinion or Practice, 
a Perſwaſion or Communion, of the Truth 


or Lawfulneſs whereof they are ſo far from 


being aſſured: from Scripture and Reaſon, that 


they have never been at the Pains to enquire 
into the one or other? To this Purpoſe St. 


Pau ſpeaking: of the Authors of Diviſions and 


Offences, contrary to the Doctrine of Chriſt, 
obſerves concerning them, that they made 
their greateſt Harveſt amongſt ignorant and 


People, | By good. 1W oras' and fair 


with 


2 Tim. iii. 6, 7. Theſe Obſervations of St. 


the Gnoſtic ks, and the Perſons whom they 


in the Knowledge of their Religion, 2 Pet. 
ii. 14. To this agrees the laying of our Lord 
in the Parable of the Sower, 


dom, and underſiandeth it not, then cometh the | 


Times the woful and quan; Uacookans 


they transfer their Allegiance, and turn over 
to Hereſy and Errour, to ſchiſmatical Com- 
munions, and even to Infidelity and Atheiſm. 


ceſſary ſound and orthodox Principles, and a 


other Hand is Apoſtacy from the Faith and 
Holineſs, how. dangerous Hereſy, ' Schiſms 


# - 


with diverſe Luſts; ever learning, and never 


able to come to the Knowledge of the. Truth, 


Paul are homologated by St. Peter, who de- 
ſcribing the accurſed and abominable Sect of 


proſelyted, ſaith, They beguiled unſtable Souls, 
poor ſim̃ple new converted Chriſtians, who 
were not throughly inſtructed and eſtabliſhed 


latth. xiii. 19. 
When any one heareth the Word of. the Ring- 


a. a SO. Were 1 a—{c{{ coo an. ca. > am 1 Peay 


wicked one and catcheth away that which was 
| ſoꝛon in bis Heart. And alas! in all Ages and 


of Men in adhering unto the Truth, is muc 

to be imputed to their voluntary and affected 
Ignorance of it. This is the ſhameful Rea- 
ſon why many change Sides and Opinions, 
both with reſpect to Church and State; why 


Now they who ſeriouſly reflect how ne- 


Practice agreeable unto theſe, are in order to 
eternal Happineſs; and how fatal to it on the 
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and every wicked Practice are to Men's Sal: 
vation: They, I ſay, who believe and conſider 
theſe things, will preſently ſee how much it 
is their Intereſt to be eſtabliſhed in the ſound, 


the diſtinct Knowledge of the Principles, 
Grounds and Rules of both; that ſo they may 
be conſtant and unmoveable in the Profeſſion 
of the Truth and Performance of their Duty, 
and may the more effectually and boldly re- 
ſilt the Craft, Threats, Allurements and Ar- 
guments of ſuch as would perſwade or frigh- 


1%- ten them to make Shipwrack of the Faith and 


a good Conſcience. 

V. Fifthly, The Duty of enquiring into the 
Grounds and Reaſons of Religion, is particularly 
incumbent upon us Proteſtants, who diſclaim 
an infallible Judge of Controverſies upon Earth, 
and reckon it to be our Chriſtian Privilege and 
Right to receive no Articles of Faith upon the 
ſole Credit of humane Authority; and that for 
giving our eAſſent unto theſe, we may call fur 
Proper and convincing Arguments from Neuela- 
tion and Reaſon, according as the Nature of the 
eArticles can bear it. The Proteſtant Churches 
do univerſally declare and affirm the Fallibi- 
lity of Councils and Synods, however general, 
and of particular Biſhops and Paſtors of what- 
ſoever Character or Dignity, ſince the Days 
of che Apoltles. And they reject and condemn 
all the Pretenſions of the Church of — | 
— B 2 In- 


true and pure Chriſtian Faith and Practice by _ 


| T3 
Infallibility: And they pity and diſprove the 
eaſy and credulous Simplicity of the People of 
that Communion, who .without Examinati- 
on and Tryal, believe as their Church be- 
lie ves, and abandon themſelves entirely to the 
Dictates and Conduct of their Prieſts and 
Clergy. Now if we would walk agreeably 
to this our avowed and orthodox Principle, 
we ought impartially and ſeriouſly to exa- 
mine the Grounds and Reaſons of our holy 
Religion, and to ſatisfie our ſelves ſo far as 
we can of the Truth thereof. And we ought 
to ſuffer no Man, nor Company of Men, to 
lord it over our Faith and Conſcience, nor be- 
lieve any thing as neceſſary in order to Salva- 
tion, upon the naked and unwarranted Teſti- 
mony of the moſt renown' d and learned Do- 
| Ctors. If we behave our ſelves otherwiſe, and 
lazily negle& to ſearch into and know the 
Truth of our Perſwaſion and Communion 
and if indeliberately and upon Truſt we em- 
brace thoſe Doctrines and that Communion, 
upon the Faith and Obſervance whereof we 
look for eternal Happineſs ; then we fall in- 
to that unmanly and unwiſe Practice, with 
which we ſo juſtly charge and reproach: the 
Papiſts. FF 4199 1 

VI. Sixthly and laſtly, The Jamentable Di. 
viſions of Chriſtendom in the Matters f Religi- 


on, the high Pretenſions of each Party to the 


Truth, and our being ſurrounded not only with 
Me — 


E 
ju 
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Hereſy and Schiſm, but alſo with downright In. 
fidelity and eAtheiſm, do loudly callus to a moſt 
ſerious and impartial Inquiry into the Grounds 
and Principles of Faith. That ſo we our ſelves 
may be well inſtructed and confirmed thereinand 
be likewiſe ready to give an eAnfwer to thoſe 
who ask ns a Reaſon of the Hope that is in us. 
The miſſionary Prieſts of Rome travel over 
Sea and Land to make Proſelytes, and they 
labour with a Zeal nothing ſhort of that of the 
Phariſees to diſſeminate their own pernicious 


Errours, and to withdraw us from the Sim - 


plicity of the Truth as it is in Jeſus Chriſt. 
And ah! the Sects of theſe who call them- 

ſelves Proteſtants are ſcandalquily numeraus, 
ſome of which do maintain the moſt impious 
Hereſies, and others are plainly guilty of the 
moſt groundleſs Separation from thoſe Chri- 
{tian Societies, with which they are bound to 
keep Communion. And above all it is de- 
plorable that many of theſe who had the Ho- 
nour to be baptized in the Name of Jeſus, and 
brought up in the Knowledge of his holy Re. 
ligion, ha ve yet profanely renounced our Lord 
and Saviour, apoſtatized from the Chriſti- 


an Faith, and have arrived at the Impudence 


of vindicating their moſt horrid and unreaſon 
able Apoſtacy. While thus we rare on all 
Hands encompaſſed: With a hideous Variety of 
dangerous and damnable Opinions, Tenets and 
Prakkices in Maners"of Religion, it wel be. 
. nm comes 


3 


whereby they ly in wait to deceive : Let us ſe- 


our conſtant Affection and Reſpect to the 


from theſe: Words of the Text, Be ye always 


That it is the Duty of every Chriſtian to 


take care to ſatisfie himſelf of the Ortho- 
#- doxy of the one, and lawfulneſs of the other. 
But alas! How juſtly reprovable are the ge 


La. - 
comes us to ſteer an even and ſteady Courſe, 
that ſo we may neither break upon the Racks 
of Schiſm, nor be ſwallowed up of the Gults 
of Hereſy or Infidelity. And that we may 
happily eſcape theſe dreadful Dangers, and 
may not as St. Paul ſpeaks, betoſſed to and fro, 
and carried about with every Wind of Doctrine, 
by the Sleight of Men and cunning Craftineſs, 


cure our Adherance to thoſe Chriſtian Truths 
which. we preſently believe and profeſs, and 


Church's Peace and Unity, to true catholick 
Communion, by a candid, diligent and reli- 
gious Reſearch into the Reaſonableneſs of 
VVT 
Thus I have endeavoured to let you ſee | 
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ready to give an eAnſwwer to every Man that 
asketh you a Reaſon of the Hope that is in you, 


{© uſe his moſt ſerious Endeavours,that he may 
& underſtand the Reaſons and Grounds of the 
* Chriſtian Faith: And that proportionably 
«he ought likewiſe diligently to enquire into 
* thoſe Arguments and Reafons, for which he 
“is of ſuch or ſuch a Perſwaſion or Commu- 
nion amongſt Chriſtians; and that he ſhould 
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born and living in a Chriſtian Country. An 
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nerality of Cheiſtiags, for their moſt unac- 
countable Neglect of this ens and important 
Duty? Who-owe their Religion wholly to the 
Font, to the Place of their Birth, -the/Prepoſ- 


ſeſſion of Inſtruction in their tender Years, the 


Example of Parents, Superiours and Neigh .- 
bours, the Laws of the Land, and the Mode 
of the Age they live in? So that truly many 
who are called Chriſtians, can give no Reaſon 
of the Hope that is in them, no other Account 
of their being Chriſtians, and not Jews, Ma- 
hometans or Heathens, than the Happineſs of 
their Nativity and Education, in their _ 


to deſcend no farther into this melancholy Ob- 
ſervation, there are too many who profeſs the 
true reformed Proteſtant Religion, as it ſtands 
in. oppoſition both to Popery and Schiſm; 
who can produce no ſolid Arguments for it, 
and who are rather happy than wiſe in the 
Doctrines which they on, and the Commu- 
nion which they obſervbe. O! the reproachful 


and dangerous State of ſuch Perſons, who in 
the noble and momentous Affair of Religion, 


behave themſel ves like Creatures void of Rea- 
{on and Diſcretion, who ly open to the Aſſaults 
of Deceivers and Perſecuters, to the Deſigns of 
all thoſe whoſe Buſineſs it is, either by Fraud 
or Force to pervert them from Truth and 
Righteouſneſs, and who alas! like a Ship with- 
out Pilet and Ballaſt, are lyable to be driven 


Kithor and habe wil 1 impxtocus Tides 
and Blaſts of falſe Doctrines and Adyerſity, 
until at length they loſe, both, their Faith and 
their Souls. Let the firm Belief of the Sin- 
fulneſs the Diſgrace; and the Folly of ſuch a 
Practice perſwade us to avoid it & ith the ut - 
moſt Care; and to obey; the Injunction of St. 
Peter, while he ſays, Be ye always ready #0 
give an eAnſwer to every Man that e you 
4 Reaſm of the Hope that is in your.) 1 1 
What now. remains to be added an this ex- 
cellent Subiett, is, That I ſhould repreſent the 
moſt effectual Methods for attaining the 
Knowledge of the Grounds and Reaſons of 
our holy em, and an Ability to vindi- 
cate and explain them unto others as we ſhall 
have Decalion. nfl nf bonn guid 
I. And here Ft we muſt in all Humility! 
3 by frequent and importunate Prayer, apply 
bur ſelves unto God the Father of. Li 
Great. Author of Wiſdom and — 
that, as St. Paul requeſts in Behalf of oo. E. 
Pheſtans, he may give unto us The-; 
Miſaom and Revelation in the Kotwoledgcfbins 
 The:Eyes of our Underſtanding being:enfighten' 
that ws mayknow what is the Hope off his ¶ ai 
ling, aud 5 the Riches. of the: Giomꝝ M bis 
Inheritance in the Saints. Epbſi is ae 
This Advice is often gi greg to us in the»Serin- | 
Fare and the Obſervance'thereof recomme 
0 byu the Practice of * Wien As to tlie a 
C3: 4. 1 44 N t. 
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| of his Mill, in all Wiſdom and ſpiritual Under. 


we find David putting up theſe Petitions un- 
to God. Shen meithy Ways O Tord, teach me 
thy Paths. Leadens in thy Truth, and teach 
ne, far thuu art the God of my Salvation, on thee 
do I wait. all the Day. Teach mæ thy Way O 
Lord, I ; will walk in thy Truth. Oper thou 
mine: Eyes, that T-onay. behold wondyrous Things 
out. of thy Lau. Give me Underſianding and 
I ſhall-keep thy Law.. Pſ. xxv, Ixxxvi, cxix. 
Agreeably to this the Apoſtle prays, that the 
Coloſſians might he filled with. the Kpowledge 


ſtanding, i. 9. Tis the Lord who. giveth 
Wiſdom, out of his Mouth | cometh Knows 
ledge and Underſtanding ;' and: it is in his 
Light that we ſhall ſee Light. It is he who 
diſcovers Divine Myſteries and Truths to pious 
humble Enquirers, who ſets them in the clear? 
eſt Light before the Eye of their Minds, con- 
vinces them fully of their Verity, and enables 
them to explain them diſtinctly unto others. 
And without the Conduct and Illumination 

of the Holy Spirit; tlie moſt acute and learned 
Doctors will find the Defects of their owty 


- 
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moſt accurate Reſearches and Enquiries into 
divine and ſpiritual Things. B17 7 s 
II. Secondly, In order to the acquiring the 
Knowledge of the Grounds and Principles of 
our holy Religion, and the explaining and 
SING Tone Vindicating 


— — 
St. James ſays, If am of yon lat Wiſdom let 
im af of Goa, 1.5. And as to the other we 


E 8 
vindicating them to others; it will be of fl Z 
great Uſe to us that we be well acquainted 
with the Scriptzres, that we make theſe ſacred 
Writings our continual and ferious Study, and 
that we earneſtly beſeech their Divine Author 
to open our Underſtandings that we mayknow 
the Meaning of the ſame. Theſe holy Books 
are a complete Syſtem of whatever is neceſſary 
for us to believe or do-in order to Salvation; 
and as they contain fully and diſtinctly the Ar. 
ticles of Faith and Precepts of Life; ſo they 
aſſert and explain their own divine Authori- 
ty, and furniſh us with juſt and ſufficient Ar- 
guments for what they recommend eitſier to 
dur Belief or Practice. To this Purpoſe St. 
Paul ſpeaking of the Holy Scriptures to Timo- 
t, he commends them as able to make- him 
wiſe unto Salvation, through Faith which iz iu 
Chriſt Jeſus. And continuing his Encomium 
of them, he days, eAll Scriptare is given hy In- 
ſpiration of God, and is profitable for Doctrine, 
for Reproof, for Correction, for Inſtruct ion in 
Righteouſneſs ; that the Man of God may” be 
Perfect, throughly furniſhed unto all good Works. 
4 Tim. iii. 15, 16, 17. The P/almift' gives 
clear and frequent Teſtimony to the Uſeful- 
neſs of the Scriptures, for enlightening devout 
and ſerious Students in them with the moſt 
excellent Knowledge and Wiſdom. The Je- 
Simomy of the Lord makes Miſe the Simple, and 
bis Commandment enlightens the Eyes. with ＋ 
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1 "% 
have more UnderNanding than all my Teachers, 
for thy Teſtimonies are my Meditation. Thy 
Mord n a Lamp unto my Feet and a Light unto 
my Path. The Entrance of thy Words giveth. 
Light, it giveth Underſtanding to the Simple. 
III. Thirdly, If we would be thoroughly 
endued with true Wiſdom and Theology, Wirk 
the ſaving and ſatisfying Knowledge of the 
Grounds and Principles of Faith, of Divine 
Truths and Myſteries; let us exerciſe our 


. os bp "7 S THE "of 
Log 1 * 280 5 - o : 
- , 
9 : BEE : 
* 7 
ff - E * 
4 2 
. / 


. 
5. 


ns 
* 


* 
- 


ſelves unto Godlineſs, or the ſincere and un: 1 


form Practice of Righteouſneſs and Piety. The 


Efficacy and Profitableneſs of this Method for 
the Purpoſe I have named, is very plainly aſ- 
ſerted 1n the Scriptures both of the old and 
new Teſtaments. Pſ. xxv. 12, 14. What Man 
is he that feareth the Lord, him ſhall he teach in 
the Waythat he ſhall chooſe. The Secret of the 
Lord is with them that fear him, and he will 
ſhew them his Covenant. What the Pſalmiſt 
thus ſpeaks in general with Reſpect to the 
Righteous, he atteſts from his own Experience, 
cxix, ioo. I underſtand more than the eAncients, 
becauſe I keep thy Precepts., And the wiſe 
Son of this pious King, confirms this his Fa- 


ther's Obſervation, by ſaying, The Lord layeth 2 


uß ſound Wiſdom for the Righteous, Prov. ii. 7. 
And again, The Froward is eAbomination to 
the Lord: But hisSecret is with thei\Righteous. 
Prov, iii. 32. To this Purpoſe Jeſus ſpeaking © 
hb n | the 


* 


_» ES if & J 

the Jews in the Temple, faith, My Doctrine 
is not mine, but his that ſent me. If any Man 
will do his Will, he ſhall know of the Doctrine, 
zwhether it be of God, or whether I ſpeak of my 
ſelf. Fo. vii. 16, 17. And again, He that 
hath my Commandments and keepeth them, he 
it is that loveth me,and he that loveth'me ſhall 
be loved of my Father, and I will love him, and 
will manifeſt my ſelf unto him. xiv. 21. Which 
comfortable Truth our bleſſed Lord both con- 
firms and explains Verſe 23, by aſſerting the 
familiar and ineffable Preſence of the Father 
and himſelf in the Hearts of his loving and o- 
bedient Friends. F 2 Man love me he will 
keep my Words, and my Father will love him, 
and we will come unto him, and make our aA- 
bode with him, And indeed it is reaſonable 
to think, that they. who are ſo near to the 
Sun of Righteouſneſs will be enlighten'd by 
him; that they who are renewed and ſanctifi- 
ed by the Holy Spirit, and continue obedient 


Truth abſolutely neceflary to their eternal 
Ha ppineſs. | „ 


Attending upon Religions eAſemblies. will be 
very profitable to the Chriſtian in this Affair. 
The Receiving with Faith, Meekneſs and Hu- 
mility, thoſe Inſtructions which are there 
given to him; either immediately from the 
Scriptures, or from Diſcourſes formed "_ 

| ans 


to his Motions, will be guided by him into all 


IV. Fourthly, A devout and conſcientious 
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and agrecably unto them by the Miniſters 
n and Ambaſladours of Chriſt ; will contribute 
e very much to increaſe his Knowledge in di- 
vine Things, and to build him up in his moſt 
t holy Faith. The Preſence of God is in a pe- 
„ culiar Manner promiſed to his People in the 
Chriſtian Aſſemblies, and his Bleſſing to the 
4Miniſtration of his Servants in them. The 
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h Word of God, and the Goſpel of Chriſt there 


3 read and preached by thoſe whom he hath 
e called to the holy Office of ——_— his Peo- 
r ple, bath a ſingular Efficacy for ſanctifying 


„their Hearts and enlightening their Underſtan. 


dings. That Promiſe which he made to the 
„ Apoſtles of his gracious and ſpecial Preſence, 
. Vile they preached the Goſpel and taught 
e all Nations; doth undoubtedly belong in ſome 
e Meaſure to their Succeſſors in the ſacred Mi- 
y niſtry to the End of the World. What TI 


have aſſerted in this Matter is explain'd and 


t proved beyond all reaſonable ContradiQion, 
by the following memorable Words of St. 


Paul, He gave ſome eApoſiles, and ſome Pro- 
Phet, and ſome Evangeliſts, and ſome Paſtours 
ond Teachers ; for the perfecting of the Saints, 
er the Work of the Miniftry, for the Edifying 
, Wl of tbe Body of Chriſt: Till we all come in the U- 
. I 7ity of the Faith, and of the Knowledge' of the 


Son of God, unto a perfect Man, unto the Mea- 
ſure of the Stature of the Fulneſs of Chriſt ; that 
| we Lenceforth be no more Children. toſed to and 


„ 


o and carried * with every Wind of Do: be 
ctrine, by the Sleight of Men and cunning Craf- the 
tineſs, whereby they ly in Wait to deceive, th 
But ſpeaking the Truth in Love, may grow up 
into him in all Things, which is the Head, even 
Chriſt, Epheſ. iv. 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 

V. Fifthly and laſtiy, It will be exceeding- 
ly uſeful to ſuch who deſire ro be farther in- 
ſtructed and confirmed in the true Chriſtian 
Faith, in the Grounds and Principles of their 
holy and excellent Religion; as it ſtands in Op- 
poſition to thoſe impious Opinions, deſtructive 
Errours and evil Practices, to the Danger iſ 
whereof they are moſt expoſed, vis. Infidelity 
and Atheiſm, Popery, Schiſm and Rebellion: 
That they carefully read thoſe Books which 
are written to noble Purpoſe upon the men- 
tioned Subjects, which clear and aſſert the 
Truth of Chriſtianity againſt Atheiſts and 
Infidels, which explain and vindicate pure 
Chriſtian Religion againſt the Patrons of the 
Errours of the Church of Rome, which ſhew il © 
the Neceſſity of keeping true Catholick Com- 
munion, in Contradiction to Schiſm and 
groundleſs Separation, and which ſettle Loyal. 
ty and Obedience to lawful Governours and 
Powers, upon ſolid Chriſtian Principles and 
Reaſons. 
I ſhould now proceed to conſider the other 
Obſervations which I took Notice of from 
the Text; but they will more W 


T! 
be the gubject of the following Diſcourſe: And 
2 therefore I {hall conclude this, oy ac. 
e. the Collect for St. Mark's Day. | 


2 0 Almighty God who haſt infrufted thy 55 5 
ly Church with the heavenly Doctrine of 
thy Evangeliſt Saint Mark; Give us Grace 
that being not like Children carried away 

doit h every Blaſt {of vain Doctrine, we 

may be eſtabliſhed in the Truth of thy holy 


Goſpel, through Jeſus C my our Lord. * 
men. 1 
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DISCOURSE. 


x. Pet. iii. 15, 166.2" 


—eAnd be ready always to give an eAnſwet 
to every Man that asketh you a Reaſon of the 
Hope that is in you, with Meekneſs and Fear: 

Having a good Conſtience ; that whereas they 
ſpeak evil of you, as of evil Doers, they ma 
be aſhamed that falſly accuſe your good Con-. fi 
verſation in Chriſt, m 


HE ſecond Obſervation of which, in the 
foregoing Diſcourſe, I took notice from 
the Words of the Text, was this. The Dif. 
ciples of Jeſus Chriſt are indiſpenſably bound 
conſtantly to adhere to the Truths and Pre. 
cepts of the Goſpel, and, when called theraut- 
to, to confeſs the Truths and obſerve the Pre. 

cepts thereq, in the moſt diſcouraging Junctures, 
ohen Perſecution threatens or attends the db 
ing either of them. This Obſervation ſeems f 
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be clearly inferred FE the Circumſtance of 
Time, which is annexed to that Injunction, 
Be ye ALWAYS ready to give an aAnſwer to 
every Man that asketh you'a-Reaſon of the Hope 
that is in you. And it is alſo ſufficiently war- 
ranted from the Nature of the Injun&tion it 
ſelf, Be ye ready to give an eAnſwer. Where 
by it is reaſonably to be ſuppoſed, that St. 
Peter requires not only a Furniture and Store 
of Arguments in the Intellect of thoſe to 
whom he writes ; (for ſecular Intereſt. or 
worldy Fears might induce them to ſuppreſs 
that N but alſo} a couragious and 
chearful Forwardneſs in their Wills, on every 
juſt Occaſion, openly to profeſs the Chriſtian 
Relig nnn 1 

I muſt acknowledge, that the Duty which 
I now defign to recommend, hath from the 
firſt Publication of the Goſpel until this Hour, 
met with a. moſt vehement Oppoſition from 
the Luſts and Prejudices of Men. In the 
he Time of the publick Appearance and Mini- 
m{Mitery of Jeſus Chriſt, many by the ſtupen- 
dous Miracles he wrought, the powerful Ser- 
mons he preached, and the innocent Life 
which he led, were perſwaded in their Minds 
to give Faith and Credit to him as the great 
Prophet and Meſſiah: But left they ſhould 
incur the Reproach of Men, and the Cenſures 
and Profecution of the Sanbedrin, they did not 
openly  own- his Miſſion, nor profeſs them 
2 C ſelves 


* 
* 


4 
* 


ro 


e 
ia 
— ——_—— 


<> — 


0 rere _ "5 „ "oth 


—— ——-— ꝛ— — 


* *** 2 es > wake 25 - — n OY * 
n %%% ˙ AA 4c, N 
4 7 Y e W 
2 IVES >.” * 7 


he put out of the He, For they loved the 


Praife f Men more than the Praiſe of Gods 
The Gzofticks and ſome other Hereticks ma in- 
tained it to be lawful, in the time of Perſecu- 


tion, to renounce the outward Profeſſion of 


Chriſtianity, and to ſymbolize with Jews or 
Heathens: And, to cover ſo foul and pernici- 
ous an Errour, they aſſerted, that the inward 


Faith and Piety of the Soul was accepted of 
by: God, when the open Acknowledgmeat 


and Confeſſion of the Faith Was dangerous 


and hurtful. Alas! the ſcandalous Behaviour 
of many gives too-juſt Reaſon to ſuſpe& that 
they are of this Opinion; and it is much to be 
feared that the moſt of Men, would gladly 


have it to be true, it being the greateſt. Con- 


tradict ion to their corrupt unſanctified Nature, 
which abſolutely governs them, to renounce 
the good Things of this preſent Lite for the 
Hope of better Things in that Life which is 
to come. But however grievous the Duty of 
conſtant Adherence to the Truths and Pre- 
cepts of Jeſus Chriſt, in the time of Perſecuti- 
on, may be to unregenerate and carnal Pro- 
feſſors; and whatever Fallacies they may 


form unto themſelves to excuſe them from 
the Practice of it: Let I ſhall endeavour to 


evi. 


. 1 
ſelves to be his Diſciples John xil. 42, 43. We. 
vert heleſs among the chief Rulers alſo, many. 
believed on. him; but becauſe of the Phari- 
ſees they did not confeſs him, leſt they ſhould 
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evidence the Obligation and Neceſſity which 
55 upon all Chriſtians unto the Obſervance 

t zereof, 3% 0 8 74 | + SE ' "TY 2 2 
And here, Fir/?, let us conſider, that our 
bleſſed Lord and Maſter hath in the plaineſt & 
moſt peremptory Terms, and with the moſt 
awful and weighty Sanctions, obliged all his 
Followers conſtantly to adhere to his Do- 
ctrines and Precepts; and, when they are 
called thereunto, to confeſs the one, and obey 
the other, in the moſt diſcouraging Junctures, 
when Perſecution threatens or attends the do- 
ing either of them. "On 


o 


Second, The Chriſtian is bound to the pef- 
forming of this Duty by the Laws of the 
higheſt Equity and Juſtice; and the doing o- 
ther wiſe would involve him in the Guilt of 
the moſt criminal Tniquity and Unrighteouſ- 
neſs to his Sovereign Lord. 

Thirdly, The wilful and deliberate re- 


nouncing of the Chriſtan Faith, or any of the 


Articles and Precepts thereof, with a Deſign 
to avoid Perſecution by that Apoſtaſy, is at 
once an Inſtance of the moſt horrid Impiery, 
of the vileſt Falſeneſs and Diſhoneſty, and of 
the moſt ſhameful Timidity and Cowardice. 
Fourthly, What in the moſt dangerous Sea- 
lons, ought to prevail with the Chriſtian to 
be ſtedfaſt and firm in profeſſing the Truths 
and obeying the Precepts of his holy Religt- 


on; is, that this his Conſtancy and Perſeve- 
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rance would tend very - much to the Glory. 
of God, the Intereſt of Religion, and the Ad- 


vantage both of the Friends and Enemies of 
Truth and Righteouſneſs. of 


Fifthly and laſtly, The Diſciples of Jeſus 


Chriſt, are both exceedingly encouraged and 


obliged to a noble and bold Adherence to 


the Truth and their Duty, in the Time of 


Perſecution; by his glorious Example, and 
that of the Confeſſors and Martyrs under the 
old and new Teſtament. | 


I. Fin, Let us conſider that our bleſſed 


Lord and Maſter hath in the plaineſt and 
molt peremptory Terms, and with the moſt 
awful and weighty Sanctions, obliged all his 
Followers conſtantly to adhere to his Do- 
ctrines and Precepts; and when they are cal - 
led thereunto, to confeſs the one and obey the 


other, in the moſt diſcouraging Junctures; 


when Perſecution threatens or attends the do- 
ing either of them. Jeſus on ſeveral very ſo: 


lemn Occaſions hath declared. it to be his po- 


ſitive Pleaſure and Will, that all his Diſciples, 
without Exception, ſhould take up the Croſs, 
and ſubmit themſelves to a State of ſuffering 


for Righteouſneſs ſake ; whenſoever the. Pro- 


vidence of God calls them to it, and they can- 
not evite it without Sin. He tells us that they 
are a Reproach to him, abſolutely unworthy 


of the Name of his Diſciples, and dowaright 


incapable of being ſuch, who are more at- 
: a tached 
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tached in their Atlectüm to their deareſt Re- 
la tives and worldly Concerns than unto him; 
and who are not ready for his Cauſe to aban- 
don their moſt valuable temporal Intereſts 
and Advantages, and to endure the moſt grie- 
vous Loſſes and Pains. And that all who 
profeſs to believe in his Name might know 
how ſerious he is in recommending to them 
the bearing of the Croſs for Truth and Holi- 
neſs fake; and how much it is their Intereſt 
to perſeyere in the Profeſſion of the Faith, and 
Practice of their Duty; notwithſtanding the 
direſt Perſecution which might threaten them 
on that Account: He tells them that their 
Salvation depends upon their Conſtancy, and 
that everlaſting Ruin and Deſtruction will be 
the Effect of their Backſliding, if not repented 
of. He ſhews them, that however by their 
Apoſtaſy they may preſerve their ſhort tem- 
poral Life; nevertheleſs by this their Dete- 
ſtable Villany they ſhall undoubtedly forfeit 
the Life which is eternal: And that, tho by 
forſaking him and his Doctrines, they may 
baſely ſecure or purchaſe unto themſelves 
the greateſt worldly Advantages ; yet they 
ſhall miſerably loſe their precious and im- 
mortal Souls, and miſs thoſe endleſs and 1n- 
expreſſible 9 which he hath purchaſed 
for all his ſincere and conſtant Followers. 
The Truth of theſe Things will appear 
with the cleareſt Evidence to him who conſi- 
5 —— 


LET ,,, 
ders the following Texts. Mat. x. 37, 38, 39; 
Ale that loveth Father or Mot her more than me, 
is not worthy of me ; and he that loveth Son or 
Daughter more than me, is. not worthy of me. 
And he that taketh not his Croſs, and follow- 
eth after me, is not worthy of me. He that fin- 


deth his Life ſhall Joſe it: and be that loſeth his 


Liſe for my ſake ſhall find it. Mat. xvi. 2. 

4 26. Aer — Jeſus had ſharply 5 
ed Peter, for adviſing him tp decline his ap- 
proaching Sufferings, then he directs his Diſ- 
courſe to all his Diſciples in theſe remarkable 
Words; Then ſaid Jeſus unto his 'Diſciples,. if, 
any Man will come after me, let him deny him- 
ſelf, and take up his Croſs and follow me, For. 
whoſoever will ſave his Life ſhall loſe it: and 


whoſoever will loſe his Life for my ſake ſhall, 


find it. For what is a Man profited if he ſhall, 
gain the whole World, and 1 his own Soul? 
or what ſhall a Man give in Exchange for his. 
Soul? I ſhall quote no more Texts to the Pur - 
poſe in hand, but that in St. Luke, xiy. 25, 26, 
27. eAnd there went great Multitudes vvitii 
him: and he turned and ſaid unto them, If any. 
Man come to me, and hate not his Father aud 
Mother, and Wife, and Children,and Brethren, 
and Siſters, yea and his own Life alſo, he cannot 
be my Diſciple. And whoſoever doth not bear. 
his Croſs, and come after me, cannot. be my Diſo 
cople. 8 _ l „ 1 $114, 
| "And left any ſhould fooliſhly expect, 1155 
n 18 
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the retaining in the The of Perſecution an 
inward Reſpect to Jeſus Chriſt and his Do- 
ctrines, would apologize for the outward re- 
nouncing of him. or them, or that the Faith 

of the Heart might excuſe the Perjury of the 
Lip: We are again and again moſt plainly 
informed, that there lies upon us a Neceſſity 
in the Hour of Tryal, of openly confeſſing 
and owning our Bleſſed Lord, and the Truths 
and Precepts of his Goſpel ; and that weſhall 
be plunged into the deepeſt Guilt and Dan- 

ger if we deny him or them. The. Ex- 
preſſions to this Purpoſe in the Scripture, are. 
ſuch as may ſtrike Horrour into the Minds of 

thoſe who have either actually renounced any 
known Truth or Duty, or are reſolved ſo to 
do; and they ought by the reading of them 
to be excited to a preſent and moſt ſerious 
Kepentance. How - juſtly I have affirmed 

this, T appeal to the Paſſages themſelves. Mat. 
x. 32; 33. Whoſoever therefore ſhall confeſs 
me before Men, him will I confeſs alſo before my 
Father which is in Heaven. But whoſoever 
ſhall deny me before Men, bim will J aifo deny 
before my Father which is in Heaven, Mark 
viii. 38, Whoſoever therefore ſhall be aſhamed 
of we and my Words in this adulterons and fin. 
ful Generation, of him alſo ſhall the Son of Man 
be aſhamed, when he cometh in the Glory of his 
Father, and with the holy eAngels. St. Paul 

was well apprifed of this great Truth, as he 
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unto Salvation. Again, 2 Tim. ii. 11, 12. He 


4 faithful Saying For if ws be dead with 
_ Chriſt, we ſhall alſo live with him: If we jr 
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Chriſt's by the ſtrong and undeniable Titles 
of Creation and Redemption; and are. there» 
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often teſtifies in his Writings by very full anũ 
luculent Expreſſions. Rom. x. 9, 10. If thoy 
ſhalt, confeſs with thy Mouth the Lord Jaſus f 
aud ſpalt believe in thine Heart that God hath 

raiſed him from the Dead, thou. ſhalt he ſaved, 
For withthe Heart Man believeth unto Righte- 

ouſneſi, and with the Mouth Confeſſion is made 


uſhers in what he fays upon this Head, with 
a very ſolemn and emphatick Preface : It ic 


fer,we ſhall alſo reign with bini: If we deny bim, 
Be alſo will deny us. eee rn 


IL, Second, The Chriſtian js bound to dle 


Rose ol this Duty, by the Laws of the 
higheſt Equity 900; Juſtice ; and the doing o. 
therwiſe would involve him in the Guilt of 
the moſt criminal Iniquity and Unrighteouſ: 
nels to his Sovereign Lord. Fhe Reaſon: of 
this Aſſertion is clear, becauſe, we, as to the 
whole Man, our Bodies as well as Souls, are 


* 


fore e bound to pay him the 
entire Obedience and Homage of our whole 
Perſons, to ſerve him with all that is his on 
and ſo to honour him in the Days of Perſecu- 
tion with the Confeſſion of the Mouth, as 
well as with the hidden Belief of the Heart, In 
that truly for us to deny Chriſt e 
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ful and glorious Lord, our external Service 
and Acknowledgement on that Occaſion, was 
ſacrilegiouſly to rob him of his undoubted 
Right, and to refuſe to honour him in a Way 
— Manner, which ſuch Circumſtances ex- 
tremely required. We may here very juſtly 
apply the Reaſoning of St. Paul in another 
Caſe.!r Cor. vi. 19, 20. Te are nat your own, 
for 3e are bought with a Price; therefore glo- 
rify 12 in your Boch, and your Spirit, vuhich are 
ʒF ĩ .. 
III. Thirdly, The wilful and deliberate Re- 
nouncing of the Chriſtian Faith, or any of the 
Articles and Precepts thereof, with a Deſign 
to avoid Perſecution by that Apoſtaſy, or to 
retain or acquire the Advantages of this, 
World, is at once an Inſtance of the moſt hor- 
rid Impiety,of the vileft Falſeneſs and Diſho- 
neſty, and of the moſt abje& Timidity and 
| Cowardice. This Apoſtaſy ſuppoſes a moſt ir- 
religious Prophaneneſs of Spirit,an aſtoniſhing 
Neglect and Diſtegard of God, the loweſt E- 
ſteem of Truth, and a moſt ſcornful Contempt 
of the precious Promiſes, and the tremendous 
Threatnings of the Goſpel. The Apoſtate 
plainly declares that he fears weak Man more 
than the Almighty God, that he loves the 
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Creature morè than the Creator, that he pre- 
ters the tranſient Things of Time to the infi- 
nite Joys of Eternity, and that he chooſes ra- 
ther to be without God and his Fa vour for e- 
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"ments and Profits of this World for a Mo- 


 pertidioully rengunces his moſt holy Faith, and 


— 


2 9 


en than to be without the Pleaſures, Prefers | 


ment. St, Paul reflecting how abominable 
this readers the Apoſtate unto God, ſays, The 
75 ſhall live by Faith, but if any Man draw 

ack, my Soul ſhall have no Pleaſure in bim. 
Heb. x. 38. As the Back-lider is guilty of 
the greateſt Impiety, ſo alſa of the vileſt Falſe« 
neſs and Diſhoneſty. Men commonly appear 
confounded and amazed, when they hear of 
ſome Inſtances of diſingenous and perfidious 
Treachery; as is the villanous forſaking of a 


loving and faithful Friend, the Transferring 


of Allegiance from a lawful and good Prince 
to a cruel Tyrant and Uſurper, the Running 
away of Souldiers from their Colours unto the 


Camp of the Enemy, and the betraying of an 


important Truſt. Now the wilful and flagi- 
tious Apoſtate is guilty of all this after the 
moſt deteſtable Manner and Degree. For he 
leaves his infinitely kind and gracious Saviour; 
he 1 458 Jeſus Chriſt his maſt righteous 


and merciſul Lord for the Devil; he ſhame- 


fully abandons the Enſigns of the Captain of 
his Salvation, and deſerts unto him who in- 
ceſſantly ſeeks his Damnation and Ruin; and 
inſtead of contending for the Faith once de- 
livered unto him, and diſcharging himſelf 
honeſtly of that momentous; and facred Truſt; 
he moſt treacherouſly violates his Truſt, and 


that 


20 
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that with manifeſt OrSofition to the ſolemu 
Vow by which he was obliged to adhere to 
the Articles of Faith, and to keep the Com- 
mandments of God all the Days of his Life, 
And as thus the wicked Apoſtate plunges him- 
jelf into the.Guilt of the moſt criminal Im- 
piety and Falſeneſs, ſo he alſo diſgraces him: 
ſelf by the moſt abject Timidity and Cowar- 
dice. Baſe Puſillanimity and Faint-hearted- 
neſs is generally loathed and deſpiſed, and they 
in whom it domines are the Scorn and Derif | 
on of Men. How contemptible are they who 
dare not look an Enemy in the Face, and who 
continyally turn their Back upon Danger? 
But ah! how egregiouſly diſgraceful is Cow- 
ardice, when it prevails over Men in the 
Caſe of Religion; when they meanly ſhriak 
and flee at the Apprehenſion or Preſence of 
Perſecution; when they are ready ingloriouſly 
topart with their God, his Truths and their 
Duty, to ſay and unſay, to act and counter- 
act, to ſwear and foreſwear, as their Perſecu- 
tors dictate and preſeribe unto them? | 
IV. Fourthly, What in the moſt danger- 
ous Seaſons ought to prevail with the Chriſtt- 
an to be ſtedfaſt and firm in profeſſing the 
Truths, and obeying the Precepts of his. Holy. 
Religion; is, that this his Conſtancy and Per- 
ſeverance would tend very much to the Glory 
of God, the Intereſt of Religion, and the Ad- 
yagtage both of the Frieads and Enemics of 
EY — 


EL T&14 x 
Truth and Righteouſneſs. The glorious Pow. 
er of Divine Grace ſhines with a moſt illuſtri 
ous Brightneſs in the undaunted and unfhak 
en Courage and Steadineſs of thoſe who are 
endued therewith. Their noble and radiant 
Virtue and Conſtancy reflect a peculiar Ho. 
nour upon the Author, and clearly demon- 
ſtrate that they who are under the Conduct 
and Influence of his Spirit, can, as St. Paul 
ſpeaks, do all Things, and at once triumph 
over their own Infirmities, and the Threat. 


nings and Power of their moſt malicious and 


formidable Enemies. Indeed the Chriſtian 
8 God by his interiour Faith and Piety; 
but that reaches not beyond the private Scene 
of his own Mind: But by the overt Acts of 
Faith, exerted in the open Confeſſion of the 
Truth and Practice of Righteouſneſs, when 
the utmoſt Danger threatens him, his Light 
ſhines before Men, and he glorifies God in the 
View of the World. As by this Means the Ho- 
nour of God ts promoted, ſo likewiſe the In- 
tereſt of Religion is furthered. For while 
Men take Notice of the intrepid Courage and 
Stedfaſtneſs of the Profeſſors thereof, amidſt all 
the Terrours or Allurements which ſurround 
them; then they are apt to think that theſe 
brave religious Heroes are ſupported by a 
Divine Power, and that they muſt have very 
convincing Reaſons for the Truth of their 
Faith; ſince for it they boldy * 
i | moir 
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moſt dreaded Evils, aa chtarfully renounce 
the moſt admired Goods of this preſent World. 
This Reaſoning is ſupported by. the maryel. 
lous Progreſs of Chriſtianity in the Period of 
the firſt moſt cruel Perſecutions ; which hap- 
py and ſurpriſing Event was certainly very 
much owing to: the couragious & unmoveable 
Conſtancy of its Profeſſors. To conclude the 
preſent Argument for the Chriſtian's firm Ad- 
herence to the Truths and Precepts ofthe Go- 
ſpel, let us remember that thereby he charita · 


| bly conſults the Advantage both of the Friends 


and Enemies of Truth and Righteouſneſs. By 
his exemplary, and unſhaken Steadineſs, the 
Friends of Truth and Righteouſneſs, are cons 
firmed in the Love of the one and Practice 
of the other; and the inveterate Adverſaries 
to both are ſometimes happily reconciled unto 
them, and become zealous Proſelytes and Pa- 
trons to thoſe very Truths and Duties, which 
they formerly perſecuted with the extremeſt 
Hatred and Fury. Whereas alas! upon the 
other Hand, the ſhameful-Cowardice of Pro- 
feſſors, in forſaking the Doctrines and Duties of 
their holy Religion, for the Fear of Danger, gives 
the greateſt Scandal to all Sorts of Perſons; it ex- 
tremely grieves the ſtronger Chriſtians, it dil- 
heartens the weaker, & tempts the wa ver ing to 
fall, and it wofully hardens Unbelievers, Here- 
ticks, Schiſmaticks & Evil-doers, in their Infide- 
lity, Errours, Diviſions and wicked Practices. 
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V. Fifthly and laſtly, The Diſciples of Te- 
fus Chriſt are both exceedingly encouraged 
and obliged to a noble and bold Adherenceto 
the Truth and their Duty in the Time of Pet- 
ſecution, by his glorious Example, and that of 
the Confeſſors and Martyrs under the old and 
new Teſtament. The unparallel'd Sufferings 
of the Holy and Innocent JESUS, for Truth 
and Righteouſneſs ſake,and his invincible Faſt- 
neſs and Conſtancy to both; from his entring 
upon the Exerciſe of his divine Miſſion, un- 
til the Day that he witneſſed a good Con- 
feſſion before Pontius Pilate, and ſealed rhe 
{ame with his Blood upon the Croſs; are well 
known to them who read the holy Evange- 
liſts. And they who conſider the Hiſtory of 
Foſeph, Moſes, David, Ekjah, Jeremiah, Da- 
miel, Shadrach, Meſhach, eAbednego, and of the 
Maccabees, and the Saints contemporary to 
them, will clearly ſee their ſincere and ſteady 
Reſpect to Truth and Holineſs ; how they 
chooſed toexpoſe themſelves to the moſt fright- 
ful Dangers and Inconveniencies, rather 'than 
to run counter to their Duty, throw away their 
Vertue, contradict their Conſciences, forſake 
their Religion and 'embrace Idolatry. To 
this Catalogue of valiant Sufferers for Righte- 
ouſneſs Sake, before the coming of Jeſus Chriſt 
into the World, it is eaſy for us to add ſince 
his Appearance, a vaſt Number of moſt wor- 
thy and undaunted Witneſſes to the = : 
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They will preſently be convinced of this, ho 
look into the New Teſtament, and into Ec- 
cleſiaſtical Hiſtory; Theſe will be informed 
of the amazing Sufferings and Patience of St. 
John Baptiſt, St. Stephen, of the holy Apoſtles, 
the Primitive Chriſtians, ' of all Characters, 


Sexes and Ages, and of thoſe renown'd and 


holy Martyrs and Confeſſors, who have brave- 
ly endured the fierceſt Perſecution for their 
firm Adherence to the Chriſtian Doctrine, as 
it ſtands in Oppoſition to antient or modern 
Hereſies, to Popiſh Errors, to Schiſmatical or 
ſed itious Principles and Practices. And now 
will not every true Chriſtian find his Heart 
fired with an holy Ardour of copying after ſo 
bright and great Patterns of Courage and 
Patience, in confeſſing the Truth and ſuffer- 
ing for it, whenſoever he ſhall. be called 
thereunto? The faithful Diſciples of Chriſt 
will be the more ready to imitate his glori- 
ous Example, and the noble Behaviour of his 
worthy Friends, in the Caſe which I have na- 
med, when they refle& that they are obliged 
to it by expreſs Command. As to the firſt, St. 
Peter ſays, For even hereunto were ye called, 
becauſe Chriſt alſo ſuffered for us, leaving us aff 
Example that we ſhould follow his Steps. 1 Pet. 
1.21. And as to the latter, St. Pau} writing 


to the Hebrews, exhorts them thus, Be not 


flothful but Followers. of them, who through 
Faith and Patience inherit the Promiſes. vi. 1 2. 
J 1 And 
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And now we fee, that there is a Variety of 
theſtrongeſt Arguments and Motives, for per. 
fwading us conſtantly to adhere. to the Do. 
err ines and Precepts of Jeſus Chriſt; and, when 
we are called thereunto, to confeſs the one and 
obey. the other in the moſt diſcouraging Jun» 
&tures, when Perſecution threatens or attends 
the doing either of them. From what I have 
ſaid, we learn, that in this Practice there is a 
happy Conjunction of the greateſt Intereſt and 
Duty. That the Will of our Lord is ſignified 
to us in this Particular, as plainly as Words 
can do; and that our Obedience therein is ens 
couraged by the Promiſe of the moſt glorious Ill 
Happineſs, & our Diſobedience threatned with ly 
utmoſt Miſery. That the greateſt Joys of m 
Heaven are ſecured to holy and valiant Con- al 
feſſors, and on the other Hand the ſharpeſt 4 
Pains of Hell are reſerved for wicked and im- ta 
penitent Back- ſliders: And that our being Il © 
own'd or difown'd by Jeſus Chriſt at the Day Ir 
of Judgement, depends upon our owning or ly 
diſowuing him before the Faces & Tribunals th 
of Men. As thus we find the Duty of which Ife 
I have been diſcourſing, ſtrongly recommend: Ill © 
ed by the Motive of Intereſt; ſo when we P. 
conſider what hath been ſaid upon that Sub- th 
ject, I hope we will acknowledge, that we are I ** 
moſt fir mly bound to the Obſervance. thereof be 
by all the Ties and Rules of Religion, Vertue In 
and P robity. | By the ſincere and holy Practii g t 
1 | | of 
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of it, we exert in a very eminent Manner, 
Picty, Juſtice, Fidelity, Fortitude, Zeal for 
God and Charity to Men. But by the wil- 
ful, deliberate, and impenitent negleCting and 
contradicting it, we plainly bewray a moſt 
wretched, baſe and irreligious Diſpoſition, and 
diſcover to the World, how utterly void we 
are of ſolid Vertue and Piety. Who can fully 
deſcribe that atrocious and deteſtable Impie- 
ty, Injuſtice, Treachery, Cowardice and 'Con-' 
tempt of Religion ; which are undoubtedly 
included in- the aforeſaid Wickedneſs and 
Crime? e ++ A 
| Let us therefore firmly reſolve, and honeſt- 
ly endeavour, through the Aſſiſtance of Als 
mighty Grace, to continue ſtedfaſt & unmove- 
able in profeſſing and practiſing the Doctrines 
and Precepts of Jeſus Chriſt ; howſoever fa- 
tal this our couragious and unſhaken Conſtan- 
cy may happen to be to our deareſt worldly 
Intereſts. Let us remember how prodigiouſ- 
ly fooliſh a Bargain they make, who barter 


their Souls for the World, who ſell the Truth 


for Money, the Pearl of infinite Price for an 
earthly "Treaſure, and who exchange their 
preſent Integrity, and their future Hopes, for 
the trifling Vanities of this ſhort and uncer- 
tain Life. What aſtoniſhing Madneſs or Un- 
belief is in the Practice of Apoſtates and Backy 
liders' from Truth and Righteouſneſs ? who, 
that they may ſhun-Poverty, Impriſonment 
= ." _ _ | Baniſh 
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Baniſhment, Torture, or Death here ; do 
chooſe to expoſe themſelves to the Want of all 
that is good hereafter, to the Horrors of the 
infernal Priſon, to everlaſting Baniſhment from 
Heaven, to the ſecond Death, and to the Pains i 
of Hell for ever, But O! the admirable Pru - 
dence of thoſe, who for their Fidelity to their , 
Bleſſed Lord, and for their Love to Truth 


and Righteouſneſs ; do chearfully forego all 


the Comforts and Advantages of this World, 
and endure its moſt terrible Evils and Cala- ; 
mities. For by this their voluntary incur- Þ 
ring of theſe comparatively light and momen. | , 


tany Evils, they ſhall happily eſcape thoſe 


which are infinite and eternal. And for the j 


ſha} be rewarded with the fully fatisfying o 
Frukion of endleſs and unconceiva ble Joys. 3 
f upon ſuch Thoughts and Reflections, as 
the preceeding Part of this Diſcourſe affords, 
about the Duty of conſtant adhering to Truth 
and Righteouſneſs, in the Confeffion of the 
one and Practice of the other; any ſhould be 
prone to enquire of thoſe Means by which 
they might be a ſſiſted to perform it; I ſhall, 
as to what Advice I can give in this Matter, 
refer them to thoſe Diſcourſes I have already 
publiſhed upon theſe Words of St. Peter, But, 
and if ye. ſuſſer for: Righteouſneſs, ſake,. haf f- 
are e: and be. not afraid, of their Terrour, mi. He 
ther be troubled. And ſo I. mall paſs ſtra ĩght on no 
| 2 DA — 
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to _ laſt bbw ten, offered t to us from the 
Words of tlie Text, viz. The Qualifications 
which muſt accompany and adorn the Chri- 
ſtian in the Diſcharge of the Duties contained 
in that Injunction, Be ready always to giue an 
Anſwer to every Man that pore you a Rea» 
ſon of the Hope that i in you. 
_. Thele Qualifications are, 
I. Calmneſs and Patience of Spirit, where- 
| by the Chriſtian may avoid exaſperating the 
Adverlavies of the Truth, by Wrath and Faſ- 
ſion, while he vindicates the ſame. Be ready 
|| {ways to give an Anſwer with Meeknefs: | 
II. A holy and religious Fear, leſt by an 
indiſcreet and unwarrantable Zeal, h/qr any any o- 
ther ſinful Misbeha vidur, he ſhould offend God, 
or give juſt Offence unto Men; and particular- 
ly to his lawful Governours. Be ready al. 
Way to give an eAnſwer with Fear. 
III. A good Conſcience founded upon ablame- 
leſsand Chriſtian Behaviour, by which he ma 
be able to ſilenceor refute. the calumnious Re- 
proaches and Slanders of Heathens or other 
Infidels. Having a good Conſcienres that where- 
as they ſpeak Evil of youy as of Euihadbers, they 
may be aſhatzed that falſl accuſe your good Cos- 
ver ſation i in Chriſt. 
The Chriſtian is required to give an An- 
* to thoſe, who ask him a Reaſon of tlie 
Hope that is in him, with Meekneſs. I am 
not here to repreſent tlie many great and in- 
D 2 dearing 
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dearing Reaſons, which recommend this moſt 
amiable and excellent Grace; I ſhall only 
conſider it briefly, with Reſpect to the Buſi- 
neſs in Hand, as it is a Qualification highly 
neceſſary. to him, who gives an Anſwer con- 


cerning the Hope that is in him. Now. this 


will appear, if we conſider, 


I. That as a meek and quiet Spirit, is at all 


Times a moſt precious and comely Ornament 
to the Chriſtian; ſo in a peculiar Manner, it 
ſuits and adorns him when he pleads the 
Cauſe of Jeſus Chriſt : So that truly however 
in that Caſe he is called to the Exerciſe of a 
holy Zeal.; yet undoubtedly that Zeal muſt 
be temper'd and gavern'd by Meekneſs. 
Does it not well beconie him to be meek; 


eem of the Opponent, while it charms Wo 
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by its WEST'S © Sweetneſs; it dif- - 
arms him of his furious Wrath, or prevents 
the riſing of it, in thoſe dark tempeſtuous 
Storms, which diſturb and over cloud the 
Mind, and ſo render it deaf to Reaſon, and 
blind to the pla ineſt Evidence of Truth. 
Whereas bluſtering Anger and Inſolence in 
thoſe Who at any Time glory to be the Pa- 
trons of Truth or Righteouſneſs, do occaſion 
a conſiderable Hindrance to both. For they 
often hurry the Apelogiſt into unguarded and 
unwarrantable Expreſſions, ſuch as give Ad- 
vantage to the Adverſary, or provoke his Spi- 
rit, and irreconcile him more and more to the 
Truth. As what I have ſaid IS; juſtified X by 
Reafon and Experience; ſo it is plainly war- 
ranted by divine Authority. Thus St. Paul 
adviſing Timothy how to. demean himſelf in 
the holy Miniſtry,eſpecially in one of the great 
Offices thereof, viz. that of convincing Gain- 
layers, he uſes theſe. Words; The Servant of 
the Lord muſt not ſtrive, but be gentle unto all 
Men, apt to teach, patient: In Meekneſs inſtru. 
ct ing thoſe that oppoſe themſelves, if God per- 
adventure vuill gius them Repentance to the. ac- 
knowledging the Trut h. 2 Tim. ii. 24, 25. And 
as St. Paul recommends Gentleneſs, Patience 
and Meekneſs to him, who is an Advocate for 
the Truth, and wiſely deſigns to recoyer thoſe 
who are in Errour: So St. Fames informs us, 
that Wrath is a moſt improper, Inſtrument 
D 3 for 
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for promoting Radien and Piety, either in 
our ſelves or others. Be flow to Wrath, for 
the Wrath of Man worketb not the Righteouf 
weſs of Gad. Ja. i. 19, 20+» To theſe Teſti- 
monies, I ſhall only add two from the Pro- 
verbs of Solomon, xv. 1. oA ſoft «Anſwer turn 
eth away Wrath, but grievous Words flir up 
Anger. xxv. 15. By long forbearing'is a Priuce 
perſeades, and a fs Tais breakath the 
Bone. „ b [Het > 
_ Secondly, The Text gives us an Account of 

another Qualification, which ought to adorn 
him, ho either apologizes or ſuffers for Truth 
or Righteouſneſs : viz. A holy and religious 
Fear, leſt by. an indiſcreet and unwarrantable 
Zeal, or any other ſinful Misbehaviour, he 
ſhould offend God, or give juſt. Offence unto 
Men, and particularly to his lawful Gover- 
nours. Be ready always to give an o/Anfouer 
c 
In ſpeaking to this Part of the Apoltle's Ad. 
vice to him, who owns and pleads the Cauſe 
of Jeſus Chriſt, in the Time of Perſecution: I 
mall in few Words conſider, 
I. Firft, That it is an Advice extremely pro- 
* ſeaſonable to him, who is fo employ- 


II. Secondly, That the Perſon ſo employed, 
Advice. „ 5 
I. The Advice given by St. Peter to bows 
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who in the Time of Per ſecution, ons or pleads 


the Cauſe of Jeſus Chriſt, viz. That he ſhould 
do it with a holy and religious Fear, is extre- 
mely ſeaſonable and proper. For he who is 
ſo employed, if he be not continually upon his 


Guard, and aſfiſted by Grace, is in Danger of 
falling into many Miſtakes and Sins. He may, 
unleſs preſerved by divine Aid, and his own 


Watchfulneſs, at length ſuccumb under the 
continued Burden of the Croſs, yield to the 
Force of inceſſant Pain or Threatnings, and 
ſo lamentably renounce thoſe Truths and Du 
ties, Which formerly he couragiouſly own'd 
and obſery'd. Or if he retain his Integrity, a 
zealous Regard to God, and to what he reckons 
to be Truth and Duty; yet through Igaorande 
or humane Frailty, lie may fail many Ways 
in managing the Cauſe of Religion: White 
he apologizes for the Truth, he may huft it 


by the Weakneſs of his Reaſoning, or the Via · 
lence of his Pafſion. If he do not wiſely ad- 


vert unto himſelf, he may ſeandalize the Ene- 


mies of Religion, by an ill iaſtructed and con- 


ducted Zeal; ſhewing it ſelf by injurious Ex- 
preſſions and Ackions, particularly with reſpect 
to Magiſtrates and Rulers. - 

IT. The Perſon employed in owning and 


pleading the Cauſe of Jeſus Chriſt, in the Time 


of Perſecution, is, in Purſuance of the Argu- 


ment juſt now explain'd; very much bound 
to act that Part, with a holy and religious 


D 4 Fear. 
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Fear. This is evident, becauſe it is h ls Duty | 


: with the utmoſt Care to avoid theſe Miſcar- 


riages; to which, I have proven he is very 
liable in the mentioned Conjuncture, if he 


take not heed unto his Ways. The true Chri- 
ſtian who ſeriouſly conſiders the criminal Guilt 


ſintul Evaſions and Complyances, of turbulent 
and furious Zeal, and of Rebellion againſt 
Authority; will find himſelf obliged with a 
holy Fear to ſtand off from all thoſe Practi- 
ces, when he acts either as an Apologiſt, or 
Confeſſor for the Doctrines of Jeſus Chriſt. 

Entirely agreeable to theſe Directions of St. 
Peter was the meek, harmeleſs, and ſubmiſ- 
five Behaviour of the Apoſtles, the primitive 
Biſhops, Presbyters and Deacons, With the 
Whole Body of Chriſtians, under all thoſe 
dreadful Perſecutions which they endured. 
Indeed theſe renown'd and valiant Champions 
of Jeſus Chriſt contended earneſtly for the 


Faith againſt heathen Emperors, Rulers, Jud- 


ges, and Philoſophers ; but it was not with 


carnal, but ſpiritual Weapons, not with rail 


ing Accuſations in their Mouths, nor with 


Swords in their Hands, but it was with Pray- | 


ers, Tears, Conſtancy, Patience, Humility, 
Self. denial, calm Reaſoning, with untainted 
Loyalty and Paſſive Obedience to their moſt 
cruel perſecuting Rulers, hen they could not 
in Conſcience yield the Active. WY 
JowT ken * II. 
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HI. And Laſtly, The Apoſtle requires & _ 
him who gives an Anſwer concerning the 
Hope that is in him, that he have a good Con- 
ſcience. founded upon a blameleſs and Chriſti- 
an Behaviour; by which he may be able to 
ſilence or refute the calumnious Reproaches 
and Slanders of Heathens, or other Infidels. 
Having a good Conſcience, that whereas they 
ſpeak evil of you as of Evil-doers, 2 may be 
aſhamed that falſly accuſe your good Con verſa: 
tion in C ln old 03 2H nd ata eb. 
Theſe Words might apen to us a large Field 
of Diſcourſe, but I ſhall explain them with 
a preciſe Regard to the preſent Subject, or ſo 
far only as they contain an Endowment or 
Qualification extremely befitt ing him, who 
either by his Reaſonings or Sufferings ftands 
up in Defence of the Chriſtian Religion, 'or of 
ſome particular Truths or Duties thereof. St. 
Peter then ſeems plainly to intend by them, 
that all Apologiſts or Confeſſors in ſo holy and 
excellent a Cauſe as that of the Chriſtian Re- 
ligion, ſhould be holy and blameleſs, ſincerely 
endeavouring to keep their - Conſciences.void 
of Offence toward God and toward Men, and 
ordering their whole Behaviour with an uni- 
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»  verfal Reſpect to the Commandments of God; 
that fo their own Minds may bear witneſs to 
t I their Innocence and Piety, and the Enemies 
t of Jeſus Chriſt may be found Liars to their 
gyn Confuſion and Shame, who charge his 
„ 3 1 Doctrine 
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Doctrine with etcourtging Irreligion, Sedi. 
tion, Vice and Immorality, and his Diſciples 
with praiſing them. © 2 
No this Advice of St. Peter to the Chri- 
ftian Apologiſt or Confeſſor, viz. that both 


the one and the other ſhould have a good 
Conſcience ſupported and proven by a good 


Converſation in Chriſt ; or in other Words, 
that they ſhould lead holy, righteous and in- 
offenſive Lives before God and the World: 
I fay this Advice to the Perſons whom I have 
named, recommends itſelf to them by all 
thoſe Arguments and Motives which ought 
to have the greateſt Influence upon their 
Minds. 6 . 

I. We learn from the inſpir'd Adviſer, that 
Obedience to his Counſel is the proper and 
effectual Method for convincing calumnious 
 Slanderers of their Lies, and for rubbing off 
thoſe infa mous Reproaches which malicious 
or prejudicate Adverſaries are ont to throw 
both upon Truth and Righteouſneſs, and 
the conſtant Patrons and Followers of the 


ſame. Having a good Conſtience, that where: | 


as they ſpeak evil of you as of Evil-deevs, they 
may be aſhamed that falſly accuſe your good 
Converſation in Chriſt. As it was the invidi- 
, ous and helliſh Practice of the firſt Enemies 
of Chriſtianity, to load it with the Charge 
of impious Doctrines, and its Profeflors with 
the Guilt of the moſt atrocious and horrid 

Crimes ; 
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Crimes; ſo Infidels, E2ericks, Schiſmaticks, 
and all the Enemies of Religion, Unity and 
Peace, have followed their Example through- 
out the ſucceeding Ages of the Church, in 
treating after the fame injurious Manner the 
faithful, Orthodox and peaceable Diſciples of 
Jeſus Chriſt: But while theſe lead holy and 
bla meleſs Lives, that will wipe off from them 


the Shame of Slander and forged Guilt, and 


make it fall upon thoſe the ſpiteful and wicked 
Authors. And that which adds a mighty 
Force to this Argument, in the Opinion of 
the faithful and conſtant Friends of Jeſus, is 
this Conſideration, that their conſpicuous and 
exemplary Piety and Vertue, may become 
happily inſtrumental, not only to convince the 
Enemies of Religion of their. uncharitable 
Miſtakes a bout them the Profeſſors of it, but 
alſo, to convert them to the Love and ProfeF- 
fion thereof. This we are plainly taught by 
St. Peter in that Injunction to his dearly be- 
loved and Chriſtian Countrymen, 1 Pet. ii. 
12. Huving your Converſations honeſt among the 
Gentiles, that whereas they ſpeak againſt you 
as Evi Laber, they may by your good Works 
which they ſhall behold, glbrify God in ie Day 

of Viſitation. | e 
II. Tis highly agreeable to the Character 
of a Chriſtian Apologiſt or Confeſſor, that they 
mould have a good Conſcience founded upon 
a good Converiation in Chriſt. Would not 
. 1 a vicious 


Z 

vicious and feandalous Deportment in any 
one Inſtance of Wiekedneſs, be abſurd and un- 
accountable in ſuch, as did either plead or ſuf- 
fer for a Maſter, a Faith, a Rule of Life, ſo ab- 
ſolutely pure and holy 2 How extr emely in- 


decent is it for him, to be impious and wick 


ed, who contends for the Doctrine that is ac- 
cording to Godlineſs? For him who is zealous 
in owning Goſpel- Truths, to be careleſs in ob- 
ſerving Goſpel-Precepts ? For him Who warm- 
ly vindicates the Honour of Jeſus as a Pra. 
phet, to affront and diſhhononr him as a King? 
Or, if he acknowledges his regal Authority in 
one Command, todiſown and deſpiſe it in anos 


ther; and if he ſuffers. for one Duty, ſcanda - 


louſly to live in the habitual Neglect of ma- 
ny ? Ahl ah! as this heterogeneous and con- 
tradictory Behaviour foully ſtains the Repu- 
tation of thoſe who are guilty of it, and gives 
too juſt Ground to ſuſpect the Want of true 
and ſolid Goodneſs in them: 80 ( what they 
may tremble at the Thought of,) 
III. It invalidates their Title to the Crown 
of Glory, which is promiſed to them who ſuffer 
for Righteouſneſs ſake. For their Title thereto 
(as I hope is clearly proven in my Diſcourſe 
upon theſe Words of St. Peter, If ye ſuffer for 
Righteouſneſs ſake, happy are ye) is not found- 
ed barely upon their ſuffering in a good Cauſe, 
but upon the Merits of Jeſus Chriſt, and their 
being alſo. themſelves truly virtuous and good. 
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an Affection ſo ardent to the one, and fo 
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Let none wofully deceive themſelves, by think 


ing that their owning the moſt fundamental 
Truths, or ſome one conſiderable Duty; and 
their ſuffering for the one or other, will ex- 
cuſe their wilful, habitual and unrepented of 
Sins, or purchaſe for them the Enjoy ment of 
that Felicity, which theſe Miſcarriages forbid, 
and ſcreen them from that Wrath which re- 


vealed from Heaven againſt all Ungodlineſs and 


Unrighteouſneſs of Men, who hold the Truth in 


Unrighteouſneſs. Rom. i. 18. 


IV. While the Chriſtian by a ſincere and 
uniform Obedience to the Commandments of 
God, continues in the Poſſeſſion. of a good Con- 
ſcience, he will thereby find | himſelf both 
ſtrongly inclined and enabled to Conſtancy in 
the Time of Perſecution. For in the having 
a good Conſcience, there is included ſo quick 
a Senſe of good and evil, of Duty and Sin, and 


a 


Fa. 

ry 

Sag 1's 
"a, 

Ys 
= 


9 9 hy * 
$, 758 

. * 1 

1 «$22 

- + ow 

F * 

3 


SW 

2 

_ * 
. ; 

: a7 _ 
OY * 

= * 

[5 

- 

* 


4 
. "IP 4.82 n , x 
* 0 * « ) of av > \ F 2 
* er 8 2 2 oh E ; : 
rr 
o 4 * . 


** 


1 
. *. 
0 7 d 
- 
* 


e Mo T 62 
Gkreund sg inſt the Shock of P ts, 

will ſhamefully play the Fagitive and a 
fate, and chooſe rather to renounce their ho- 
ly Religion, or the cleareſt and moſt imper« 
tant Truths and Duties thereof, than to ſuffer 
for the ſame. Alas! what other can be expe- 
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ted of them, who are void of the only ſolid 


Principles of Stedfaſtnefs and Conftancy ? vis; 


A lively Faith, the true Fear and Love of God; 


and who on the other Hand, are full of the 
Love of this World, and dread nothing ſo 
much as the Evils thereof; and who by the 


— 


habitual Practice of known Sin, do continual. 
ly baffle and contradict their Conſcĩences and 
5 them callous and inſenſible. St. Paul 
confirms what I have aſſerted, concerning the 
Effects both of a good and evil Conſcience; 
with Relation to Conſtancy to the Fruth; 
while agreeably to it, he thus exhorts his be: 
loved Timothy, 1. i. 19. Holding. Faithy and a 
good Conſcience, which ſome having. put away 
ooxcerning. Faith haus made Shipwrack. Here 
in the Judgment of this great Apoſtle, we. ſee 
it is neceſſary, that they who would retain Puri 
ty of Faith, and perſevere in the Profeſſionof it; 

ould live holily, or keep good Conſciences; 
and that ſuch who ſhake Hands with theſe, and 
throw away their Virtue, are ready to caſt 
their Faith over Board; eſpecially in a Storm. 

Laſily, The having a good Conſcience; is 
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4 perſeeution, but 


highly neceſſary to thoſe. who: deſire to be 
. faithful 
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faithful and valiant Gonfedgors, 5 when - 


1 
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Conſcience contributes exceedingly. to inſpire thoſe wha 1 
have it with undaunted Courage and Magnanimity, both in 
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_ _- happy are they! who amidſt all the impending or incumbent! 
Exils of Perſecution, are conſcious to themſelves of their 
Wh ' Uprightneſs and Piety, and who in the laft'Exttemities of 
it, can with a humble Sincerity and Confidenee uſe the 
Words of St. Paul, when he foreſaw his approaching Mar- 
tyrdom. 2 Tim. iv. 6, 7, 8. 1 am now reach io be, offered, 
and the Time of niy Departure is at Hand: ¶ havg fought a 
good Fight, 1 have finiſhed my Courſe, I haut the. 
Henceforib there is laid up for me a Crown f 


gulating the Behaviour of the. Chriltla 114 The- dT 
Conjuntture of Perſecution. And no- hear 
the Reader, particularly he-who Sichen en 
| n ſake, or in the-Witdow-i 
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for thee, our only Me 
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